THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF SCHOOLVIOENCE 

IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO:

Towards a (new) theory of youth crime

ABSTRACT

- Dr. Daphne Phillips

The overall aim of the study was to understand the real life conditions and experiences of children in the Junior Secondary Schools (JSS) in Trinidad and to build adequate theory about the upsurge of crime in this population. 

The objectives of the research were to investigate students’ experiences and to enquire into their perceptions of the root causes, consequences and outcomes of youth engagement in violence
METHODOLOGY 
A total of 14 of the 33 Junior Secondary Schools were randomly selected. Four hundred and twenty (420) of a possible one thousand six hundred and eighty (I680) Form Three students interfaced with the research team. Focus Group Discussions, the PROBLEM TREE and the ROTI DIAGRAM were used as data collection tools
CONCLUSIONS
The JSS schools appear to have a hidden curriculum, structured around the strong motivations and concerns of the students. Gangs and illicit sexual activity are the main avenues for meeting students’ objectives of this curriculum… but access to these are all associated with violence, even among the persons with whom these young people try to bond.
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